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The materials used on  
the first floor are light, bright,  
and beachy, from the long,  
thin porcelain floor tiles to the 
shiplap walls and interior windows 
that give the entryway its casual, 
welcoming vibe. A bleached 
driftwood table with a Lucite  
top adds drama.

Text by Maria LaPiana | Photography by Eric Roth

LIGHTFIRST,
IT’S ALL ABOUT FEELING BATHED BY THE 

SUN AT THIS HARWICH PORT HOME 
     DESIGNED FOR MAXIMUM FAMILY FUN.
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE LEFT:
Among the few exceptions to the 
home’s neutral palette are the minty 
blues designer Jennifer Palumbo 
introduced to the living room.  
The front elevation pays homage  
to the Cape house vernacular.  
White-oak paneling lends a quiet 
warmth to the dining room. The village of Harwich Port is in an 

enviable lower Cape location, more or less 
halfway between the Cape Cod Canal and 
Provincetown. So, when a property with 
a promising lot but a not-so-great house 
came on the market, the couple jumped at 
the opportunity to build a summer home 
of their own. And while they had no con-
crete design plan, the wife knew what she 
wanted. “I have always liked houses that 
integrate the indoors with the outdoors, 
houses with a lot of light, which is very 
important to us,” she says. “I like the idea 
of a courtyard and, architecturally, having 
several interconnected buildings with 
discrete, but open, living spaces.” 

They’d never built from scratch, so 

they called interior designer Jennifer 
Palumbo, with whom they’d collaborated 
three times before. (They’re now in the 
middle of a fifth project, a winter home 
in Stowe, Vermont.) In turn, Palumbo 
recommended Jim Cappuccino and Erin 
Levin of Hutker Architects, and land-
scape architect Kris Horiuchi of Horiuchi 
Solien, both based in Falmouth. With 
builders Kendall and Welch Construction 
in Barnstable, and with guidance from 
the wife, who was deeply engaged in the 
process, they developed a plan for a fresh, 
sun-kissed new summer home.

“The words that kept coming back to 
us as we imagined the house were natural, 
organic, and light,” says Palumbo. 

he homeowners visited close friends in Harwich Port  
over many summers, so they got to know the neighbor-

hood well. As boaters, the couple and their (now college-age) 
daughter appreciated having several marinas nearby; they enjoyed 
the town, the beaches—and the sense of community.

PROJECT TEAM

Architecture: Hutker Architects 
Interior design: Jennifer Palumbo 

Builder:  
Kendall and Welch Construction

Landscape design:  
Kris Horiuchi, Horiuchi Solien

T
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he words that kept coming back to us as we imagined the house 
were natural, organic, and light,” says Jennifer Palumbo. 

The indoor-outdoor connection 
is evident in the open kitchen, 
where painted perimeter 
cabinets with full overlay doors 
set the clean-lined tone, while 
fumed gray veneers on the 
island offer contrast. FACING 
PAGE, TOP: The island’s raised 
countertop and stools are 
designed so the cook can 
have company. FACING PAGE, 
BOTTOM: A sitting area with a 
comfortable banquette is an 
extension of the living room, 
and sometimes doubles as a 
work-from-home space.

While she was collecting ideas for the 
interiors, the architects started out, as they 
always do, with the site. “It had to be south 
facing to maximize solar exposure, and we 
knew we had to make the most of the half-
acre, heavily wooded lot,” says Cappuccino. 
“We decided to build out to the edges of 
the property to create sheltered outdoor 
living and entertaining spaces.”  

Landscape architect Horiuchi was in. 
“As a summer home, a typical day for the 
clients includes time at the beach and 
relaxing with friends and family back at 
the house,” she says. “They wanted a pool, 
a fenced area for their golden retriever, 
and a simple landscape that didn’t require 
extensive maintenance.”

The lot was a relatively flat rectangle. 
They razed the existing house and cleared 
the trees to start with a blank slate. The 
Hutker team proposed a clean-lined, 
sensible, 3,200-square-foot home in the 
shape of a T, everything the client wanted 
in a neat and unfussy envelope. 

“By building up to the setback limits,” 
says Cappuccino, “we were able to create a 
kind of addition in back.” That established 
the desired courtyard effect. The prop-
erty is defined by a clipped privet along 
the street and an evergreen arborvitae 
hedge around the three remaining sides 

“T
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for year-round privacy. Horiuchi planted 
beds of ornamental grasses to soften the 
base of the arborvitae hedges. 

“We’re part of a neighborhood,” says 
the wife, “so we wanted our home to strike 
a balance between being unique and still 
feeling like a Cape Cod house.” The front 
elevation is charming, complete with a 
traditional farmer’s porch framed by blue 
hydrangeas. In back, Horiuchi sketched 
out a minimal, contemporary landscape. 
“Instead of one large central terrace,” she 
explains, “there are a series of smaller 
outdoor living spaces: a dining terrace 
with an outdoor grill, a covered terrace 
at the pool cabana with a fireplace, and a 
smaller area for chaises by the pool.”

The artfully designed pool area has 
two small garden beds for summer color, 
the palette kept to a quiet blend of blues 
and lavenders. A grove of honey locust 
trees provides shade.

Inside, the home boasts an open plan, 
where light flows easily. The entryway, 
for example, is bathed in natural light 
courtesy of a wall of French doors that 
offers a view out to the backyard. To 
maximize efficiency while minimizing the 
footprint, the team took the time to create 
functional spaces throughout. There are 
four bedrooms, three full baths, and a 
half-bath. “Many of the bedroom spaces 
required built-in furniture to add stor-
age and make better use of floor space, 
while maintaining a sense of calm,” says 

ABOVE: In the master bedroom, the custom  
embossed-suede bed was built in to create a focal 
wall and take advantage of the dramatic gable. 
RIGHT: Windows and an open, modern balustrade 
keep the upstairs hallway as bright as the rest  
of the house. FACING PAGE: Touches of watermelon 
and cantaloupe add spark to the neutral palette  
of an upstairs bedroom; French doors open onto a 
private terrace. 

he homeowners wanted  
a soothing retreat,  

which drove the color palette. 
They were intent on white being  
the overarching color, for  
its brightness and freshness,”  
says Palumbo.

“T
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furnishings—with relaxation playing an 
important role. “The clients had strong 
opinions about the comfort of their 
upholstery, specifically when it came to 
the sectional and dining chairs,” Palumbo 
explains. “That informed our choices.” 

The homeowners give the house a gold 
star. “I don’t really have a favorite room, 
and I think that’s the genius of it,” says 
the wife. “Every space is appropriately 
sized, is pleasing on its own while being 
connected to the rest, and serves its pur-
pose beautifully.” 

They love that everything changes with 
the weather and the light—which doesn’t 
fade, even after sundown. Horiuchi 
calls the night landscape “magical.” And 
indeed, when light from the house wafts 
over the yard, a soft glow emanates from 
the pool, and dramatic uplighting illu-
minates the trees, the homeowners could 
hardly ask for more. Except, perhaps, a 
touch of extra radiance and warmth from 
the outdoor fireplace. 

RESOURCES : For more information about this home, 
see page 151.

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: The 
homeowners insisted on creat-
ing—and connecting—discrete 
spaces in the yard. The pool is 
adjacent to the outdoor dining 
area. The covered outdoor living 
room with much-loved fireplace  
is part of the cabana area. Simple 
stepping stones encourage  
mingling between and among  
the spaces.

Palumbo. “Seamless built-ins quieted 
down the experience in these spaces.”

“The homeowners wanted a soothing 
retreat, which drove the color palette,” 
the designer says. “They were intent on 
white being the overarching color, for its 
brightness and freshness. A single wall 
color was used throughout to purposefully 
maintain the calm and quiet aesthetic, 
but we added soft color to the base here 
and there.”

Palumbo and her clients opted for a 
few unexpected materials, including stone 
and tile floors instead of classic hardwood. 
“The clients are European so it was a 
familiar concept for them, but far less con-
ventional in New England,” Palumbo says.

Shiplap-style paneling creates a clean, 
coastal feeling in many areas, although on 
the living room’s TV wall, a metallic end-
grain wood paneling adds a bit of glamour. 
On the second floor, pre-finished wood 
flooring by DuChateau has a “natural and 
matte/fumed feeling,” Palumbo notes.

The home is filled with a carefully 
curated collection of art and custom 

e decided to build out to the edges of the  
property to create sheltered outdoor living and 

entertaining spaces,” says Jim Cappuccino.

“W
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Resources
A guide to the products and professionals  
in this issue’s featured homes

AWAY FROM HOME: STAY AWHILE
PAGES 40–49
Pages 40–41: Salt House Inn and Eben House, 
interior design, Kevin O’Shea, Kevin O’Shea 
Designs, Provincetown, 508-413-9393,  
kevinosheadesigns.com; The Old Homestead, 
interior designers, Kristin Hein and Philip Cozzi,  
Hein + Cozzi, Provincetown, 508-487-0030, 
heincozziinc.com.
Page 45: The Christopher, interior design,  
Annsley McAleer, Annsley Interiors, Boston,  
617-266-1426, annsleyinteriors.com.
Page 46: The Richard, architecture, William C. 
Sullivan, Sullivan + Associates, Oak Bluffs,  
508-693-0500, sullivanassociatesarchitects.com; 
interior design, Rachel Reider, Rachel Reider 
Interiors, Boston, 617-942-2460, rachelreider.
com; Union Street Inn, interior designers, Trudy 
Dujardin and Price Connors, Dujardin Design 
Associates, Westport, Conn., 203-838-8100, 
dujardindesign.com.
Page 48: Greydon House, architecture, Matthew 
MacEachern, Emeritus Development, Nantucket, 
508-325-4995, emeritusdevelopment.com;  
interior design, Robin Standefer and Stephen 
Alesch, Roman and Williams, New York City,  
212-625-3808, romanandwilliams.com.

OUTSIDE INTEREST:  
HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME
PAGES 54–61
Page 54: Radical Chic, landscape design, 
Gregory Lombardi Design, Cambridge, Mass., 
617-492-2808, Chatham, 508-593-3175, Palm 
Beach, Fla., 561-228-1467, lombardidesign.com; 
landscape contractor, Atlantic Landscaping, 
Nantucket, 508-325-6777, atlanticlandscaping.
com; lighting contractor, Atlantic View Land-
scape Lighting, Marshfield, Mass., 781-319-1905, 
atlanticviewll.com; property manager, Five  
Star Properties, Nantucket, 508-332-9155.
Page 56: Natural Beauty, landscape design, 
James Ogilvy, Ogilvy Landscape Design,  
Scotland and Nantucket, 774-812-8665,  
ogilvylandscape.com.
Page 58: The Best of Both Worlds, architecture, 
Paul F. Weber, Paul Weber Architect, Newport, 
R.I., 401-849-3390; interior design, Carolina 
Tress Balsbaugh, Manuel de Santaren, Boston,  
617-966-8884, manueldesantaren.com; builder, 
C.H. Newton, West Falmouth, 508-548-1353, 
chnewton.com; landscape design, Katherine 
Field and Associates Landscape Architects, 
Newport, R.I., 401-848-2750, katherinefield.com.

FIRST, LIGHT
PAGES 74–83
Architecture: Jim Cappuccino and Erin Levin,  
Hutker Architects, Falmouth, 508-540-0048, 
hutkerarchitects.com
Interior design: Jennifer Palumbo, Newton, 
Mass., 617-332-1009, jenniferpalumbo.com
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Builder: Kendall and Welch Construction,  
Osterville, 508-428-4900, kendallandwelch.com
Landscape design: Kris Horiuchi, Horiuchi  
Solien, Falmouth, 508-540-5320
Pages 74–75: Driftwood console from James 
Duncan, jamesstuartduncan.com, runner  
from Kyle Bunting, kylebunting.com.
Page 76: Living room wood paneling designed 
by Jennifer Palumbo and Archetypal Gallery, 
archetypalgallery.com; sectional from Lekker, 
lekkerhome.com; coffee table from Brownstone 
Furniture, brownstonefurniture.com; side table 
from Oly, olystudio.com; rug from J.D. Staron, 
jdstaron.com; dining table by Club Cu, clubcu.
com; dining chairs from Mitchell Gold + Bob 
Williams, mgbwhome.com; chandelier from Pelle 
Designs, pelledesigns.com; custom built-in  
cabinetry by Jennifer Palumbo and Chilmark 
Design, chilmarkwoodworking.com.
Pages 78–79: Kitchen pendants from Casa 
Design Group, casadesigngroup.com; bar  
counter by Lightblocks, lightblocks.com;  
cabinetry by Jennifer Palumbo and Weston 
Kitchens, westonkitchens.com; banquette and 
bench by Jennifer Palumbo and Dorset Custom 
Furniture, dorsetcustomfurniture.com, and  
Partners in Design, partnersindesignltd.com; 
table from Club Cu. 
Page 80: Custom bed and nightstands designed 
by Jennifer Palumbo, fabricated by Partners  
in Design; chandelier by Arteriors, arteriorshome.
com; benches from Caracole, caracole.com.
Page 81: Chandelier from Ro Sham Beaux, 
ro-sham-beaux.com; millwork by Jennifer 
Palumbo and Chilmark Design; bed from Room & 
Board, roomandboard.com.
Pages 82–83: Outdoor chairs from 100  
Essentials, 100essentials.com, and Palecek, 
palecek.com; sofas, coffee table, and side table 
from Casa Design Group, casadesigngroup.com; 
Chimera pendant from Vibia, vibia.com.

VINEYARD VIBES
PAGES 84–93
Architecture: O’Brien Architecture, Bedford,  
N.Y., 914-244-4202, obrienarchitecture.com
Interior design: Mary A. Rentschler, Rentschler & 
Company Interiors, Vineyard Haven,  
508-693-2058, rentschlerinteriors.com
Builder: Joseph B. Chapman, Doyle Construction, 
West Tisbury, 508-693-9004,  
doyleconstruction.com
Landscape design: Steven P. Yaffe, Crosswater 
Landscape, Chilmark, 508-645-3695
Page 86: Driftwood shelf and Scoville Brown  
mirror from Brimfield Antique Flea Market,  
brimfieldantiquefleamarket.com; light fixtures 
from Restoration Hardware, restorationhardware.
com; rug from Harry King Rugs & Home,  
harryking.com; painting by Rez Williams,  
rezwilliams.com.
Page 87: Ceiling light fixtures from Shades of 
Light, shadesoflight.com; artwork by Jeff Hoerle 
through the Field Gallery, fieldgallery.com; 
Beverly sofa from Cisco Brothers, ciscobrothers.

Resources


